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Route Information 

27th Coast to Coast Classic Car 

Run 

13th July 2019 

 

Welcome to this our 27th Coast to Coast. As always we have done our best to give you an 

enjoyable day.   

This route information will add some more interest to the run and enable you to have more 

understanding of the towns, villages and countryside you pass through. 

Please be courteous to other road users and allow any faster traffic to pass when safe to do so. 

We again start from the Midland Hotel by the sea for our westernmost point on the Run. The 

Lancashire Automobile Club is proud to continue its long association with this fine building. The 

route goes southeast through the Trough of Bowland before travelling east towards Ripon and 

then on to Dunsley Hall. 

Once again, by popular request, we have a rest halt in the morning section and there is a time 

allowance for you to stretch your legs and perhaps purchase some refreshments at the Anchor 

Inn at Gargrave. 

The afternoon section is from The Inn at South Stainley to Goathland then a short trip to the 

finish venue at Dunsley Hall. 

Martin Wylie 

Clerk of Course 
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The Start – Many thanks to both the Midland Hotel and Lancaster City Council for the use of this 
magnificent venue. 
 
The Midland Hotel (0.00mls) 
Your marshals here are led by Glyn Hughes 

Our journey starts from the historic Art Deco 
Midland Hotel. The London, Midland and 
Scottish Railway Company (LMS) were 
responsible for the Midland Hotel as we know 
it today. In January 1932 it approved plans for 
a new hotel to be built on the seafront at a 
cost of just under £72, 000. 
The LMS saw Morecambe as an opportunity to 
make a new departure from traditional hotel 
design and selected the architect Oliver Hill to 
provide the company with "a building of 
international quality in the modern style". 
Work commenced in August 1932, the new 
building rising from the lawn in front of the old 
hotel before the latter was eventually demolished some months later. 
In some ways the architect, Oliver Hill, was not the obvious choice for the project. He had been 
trained in the 'Arts and Crafts' tradition and had only recently been converted to 'modernism'. 
Moreover, he had no previous experience of hotel construction.  
Nevertheless, he readily accepted the commission from the LMS observing "you have here a unique 
opportunity of building the first really modern hotel in the country." Hill realised that the new hotel 
would give him a chance to put into practice his vision of unity in architecture and decoration.  
The building was constructed around steel frames with concrete slab floors and brick walls resting 
on shallow foundations, which spread the load across the sandy surface of the site. The walls were 
faced with white rendering composed of cement and carborundum, electrically polished to produce 
a surface resembling marble. This was relieved by the architraves of the windows, which were 
treated with a mixture of carborundum and crushed blue glass. Projecting ledges and the undersides 
of the balconies were glazed in blue-green. The overall effect must have been literally dazzling. 
The hotel celebrates its 80th anniversary this year and you can still take in its ambiance 
remembering the likes of Laurence Olivier and Coco Chanel who gripped the chrome handrail of the 
circular stairs that reaches a dramatic full stop with a ten foot ceiling medallion depicting Neptune 
and Triton, carved by sculptor Eric Gill. 
Eric Gill also carved seahorses, like huge chess pieces, on the roof above the entrance. Gill carved 
them in situ high on a scaffolding platform, worked wearing an artist’s smock and nothing else!  
Much to the alarm of passers-by who happened to look up! 

Eric Morecambe’s statue (0.4 miles) 
As you drive along the promenade take a look to your left. You will 
catch a glimpse of a statue dedicated to Morecambe’s favourite son 
the comedian Eric Morecambe. Unveiled by the Queen in 1999, the 
slightly larger than life-sized statue depicts Eric Morecambe in one 
of his characteristic poses with a pair of binoculars around his neck 
(he was a keen ornithologist). 

Halton (5.90mls) 
Halton features many 17th and 18th century buildings. Earthworks on Castle Hill show evidence of 
an 11th century Norman motte & bailey castle present in the village. Deep in the village, in the 
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churchyard of St Wilfreds, stands the Halton Cross, which is believed to have been carved by 
Norsemen over 1000 years ago. The Coins of Canute, which are now in the British museum, were 
discovered on Halton Moor in 1815. As well as this, vestiges of a Roman camp and an ancient barrow 
are near the church, it was at this Roman Camp, where the remains of an ancient Roman Altar were 
discovered. 
 
Caton (7.80mls) 
Evidence of the Roman occupation in the area is from a mill stone, eight feet long found in Artle 
Beck in 1803, bearing the name of the Emperor Hadrian; and further engraved stone found some 
time later. 
Archaeological, place name and other evidence attests that Norse invaders settled in the area in the 
tenth century (Wainwright 1975). Caton is supposedly named from the Norse personal name Kati 
(Ekwall 1960), meaning 'cheerful' and ton. Geoffrey Hodgson (2008) argues that the Viking invasion 
of the area accounts for the relatively high frequency of the Hodgson surname in Caton and 
elsewhere in Lonsdale. 
 
Quermore (11.00mls) 
Quermore is situated in the Conder valley. The valley has an ancient history. In 1970 a Roman 
pottery kiln was unearthed near the Friends Meeting House, and other kilns have been discovered in 
the local vicinity. In former times, the slopes of Clougha Pike which forms the eastern wall of the 
valley, were mined for millstone grit to form quern stones. There was some small scale coal mining 
and charcoal production. The valley also has two surviving watermills, one on the slopes towards 
Littledale and one at Conder Mill whose mill pond now is used as a fishery. Quernmore was at one 
stage a Royal Forest. 
The Methodist chapel lies at the heart of the community but is smaller than St Peter's, the Church of 
England church which lies isolated next to Quernmore Primary School. There used to be one public 
house whose address is still the Temperance Hotel. The name used to be the Dog and Partridge (this 
name can still be seen on the electrical substation, 100m to the south). It became the Temperance 
Hotel after the construction of the Thirlmere Aqueduct, completed 1894, as a consequence of the 
rowdiness of the navvies working on the aqueduct. The public house closed in 1900. The premises 
became the post office and village store until closure in 2008. The largest residential property is 
Quernmore Park, built in 1795 by the architect Thomas Harrison. 
 
Trough of Bowland (12.90 – 23.10mls) 
Probably the most scenic road in Lancashire 
the Trough is actually a pass enabling trade 
between Lancaster and Clitheroe since 
ancient times. The pass, reaching 968 ft (295 
m) above sea level at the head of the valley, 
links to Wyresdale, dividing the upland core 
of Bowland into two main blocks. Though 
steep and narrow, the road is the most 
direct connection between Lancaster and 
Dunsop Bridge, and hence Clitheroe. It was 
the route taken by the "Pendle witches" to 
their trial at Lancaster Castle in 1612. The 
Grey Stone of Trough, at the head of the 
pass, marks the line of the pre-1974 county 
boundary between Lancashire and the West Riding of Yorkshire. Historically, the Trough marked the 
westernmost boundary of the ancient Lordship of Bowland. 
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Dunsop Bridge (23.80mls) 
The area was historically in the West Riding of Yorkshire (until 
the 1974 reorganisation of local government). From the late 
11th century, Dunsop was part of the ancient Lordship of 
Bowland which comprised a Royal Forest and a liberty of ten 
manors spanning eight townships and four parishes and 
covered an area of almost 300 square miles (800 km2) on the 
historic borders of Lancashire and Yorkshire. 
Dunsop Bridge developed into a village in the mid 19th 
century as a result of lead mining in the area. Before that, 
there were only a few isolated houses and farms. 
Thorneyholme House, close to the village centre, was home to John Towneley, 13th Lord of 
Bowland, in the period up until his death in 1878. Before that, it had been home to Richard 
Eastwood, a breeder of racehorses and shorthorn cattle. Eastwood was land agent to the Towneleys 
and the last known Bowbearer of Bowland. He died in 1871 and is buried at St Hubert's, Dunsop 
Bridge. 
In 1992, BT installed its 100,000th payphone at Dunsop Bridge and included a plaque to explain its 
significance as the geographic centre of Great Britain. The telephone box was unveiled by Sir 
Ranulph Fiennes. In BT's A1141 list of unique alphabetical Telephone Exchange codes, the code for 
Dunsop Bridge is DSB. 
 
Slaidburn (27.50mls) 
From early times, the Manor of Slaidburn formed part of the ancient Lordship of Bowland, being 
held in demesne from the second half of the 14th century. 
The Lordship of Bowland comprised a royal forest and a liberty of ten manors spanning eight 
townships and four parishes and covered an area of almost 300 square miles (800 km2) on the 
historic borders of Lancashire and Yorkshire. The manors within the liberty were Slaidburn (Newton-
in-Bowland, West Bradford, Grindleton), Knowlmere, Waddington, Easington, Bashall, Mitton, 
Withgill (Crook), Leagram (Bowland-with-Leagram), Hammerton and Dunnow (Battersby). 
 
Hark to Bounty (27.70mls) 
As you pass through Slaiburn you will see the 
interestingly named Hark to Bounty Inn. The inn is 
reputed to date back to the 1300s, although most of the 
existing fabric of the building dates from the 16th 
century. The inn was known as The Dog until 1875, when 
the squire of the village, who was also the Rector, had a 
pack of hounds. One day whilst out hunting, he and his 
party called at the inn for refreshments. Their drinking 
was disturbed by a loud and prolonged baying from the 
pack outside. High above the noise of the other hounds 
could be heard the squire's favourite dog, which prompted him to call out .... 
"Hark to Bounty!" 
Upstairs in "The Bounty" is the Courtroom which was used as the local court from the early 19th 
century until the mid 1930s. This was originally the Manorial or "Moot" Court which dealt with local 
matters such as land transfers, disputes over land rights etc., in addition to the punishment of local 
miscreants. 
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Long Preston (37.40mls) 
In 1086, Long Preston was known as Prestune, meaning "the priest's farmstead or town". Later 
"Long" was added, referring to its linear development and distinguishing it from the many other 
Prestons. 
A school was built in the village during the reign of Edward IV (1461–1483) as part of the 
Hammerton Chapel. It is likely that it was closed in 1541 during the dissolution of the religious 
houses. In 1672 the Petty School was held, most likely either in the chapel or in a building near an 
old vicarage. A new school replaced the Petty School in 1819. 
 
Hellifield (39.10mls) 
In the Domesday Book Hellifield is mentioned as Helgeflet; meaning 'Holy Marsh or Stream', 
translated from Anglo-Saxon,[2] the village also could have been dedicated to the Anglo-Saxon 
Goddess 'Hel'. There is also the possibility that the name derives from the Norse 'The Farm of Helgi'. 
The village name changed over the years; in the 12th century, Hellifield was referred to as "Nether 
Hellifield" and in the 17th and 18th centuries the village was named "Hellifield Pele" and slightly 
later "Hellifield Cochins". The modern spelling of Hellifield appears in the mid-19th century, on maps 
and drawings. 
 
The Anchor Inn Gargrave (43.70mls) 
Anchor Inn is an old pub dating back to the early 1900's in Gargrave. The original pub was part of a 
farm and in more recent years has been extended to give extra space. Rumour has it that the farmer 
used to brew his own beer here! It is of farmhouse style with contemporary touches such as the 
fixtures and fittings which complement the decor. The burgundy & cream wall covering and carpets 
give it a warm feel. This Brewers Fayre is very popular with the youngsters who love the indoor 
Playzone and, during the summer, the outdoor play area. Outside the interest continues as there are 
ducks to feed from the canal which runs past the bottom of the beer garden and the river is only fifty 
yards away. 
Your marshals are led by Paul Hamilton Smith. 
 

RESET TRIP 
 
Gargrave (0.2mls) 
At Kirk Sink in the second century the Romans built a villa in 
flat meadowland near the River Aire. It was excavated in 1968–
1974 by Brian Hartley. Its central room had a seven-metre 
square mosaic floor and a bath house was built alongside. The 
villa was surrounded by two ditches.  
Gargrave – The Old Swan 
In the 1820s the main industry in Gargrave was cotton 
manufacturing and along the side of the canal were numerous 
warehouses. 
 
Threshfield (7.70mls) 
Before 1066 The Domesday Book shows that the Viking Gamel Bern was the landowner of 
Threshfield and Grassington, farming 840 acres of ploughland. The Norman conquest of England 
made it part of the lands of Gilbert Tison. But by 1118 Tison had suffered a demotion and his lands 
returned to the king then given to the honours of Percy, Ramilly, Fitz John and d’Aubigny. 
In the 16th century, Threshfield was part of a huge deer park. 
 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Britain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_villa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/River_Aire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Gargrave_-_The_Old_Swan_Inn.jpg
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Grassington (7.90mls) 
Although often described by local people as a village, Grassington was 
granted a Royal Charter for a market and fair in 1282 giving it market 
town status. The market was held regularly until about 1860. A change 
in land use from the early 17th century, when lead mining began to 
assume more importance, brought some prosperity, but Grassington's 
heyday arrived during the late 18th and early 19th centuries. The 
opening of the Yorkshire Dales Railway to Threshfield in 1902 brought new visitors, many of whom 
settled, some finding work in Skipton or in the developing limestone quarries. The Old Hall at 
Grassington is reputedly the oldest house in Yorkshire, dating from the late 13th or early 14th 
century. 
 
Greenhow (14.90mls) 
Greenhow is an old mining village that was a major supplier of lead. Sir Stephen Proctor bought the 
Manor of Bewerley, including the mineral rights in 1597. He was also responsible, as part of a 
settlement with John Armitage over disputed land, for the founding of the actual village of 
Greenhow. Prior to this date the only settlement recorded on the Hill itself was Kell House, where 
monks of Fountains Abbey lived while guarding the abbey's lead interests. 
 
Pateley Bridge (18.70mls) 
Pateley Bridge has the oldest sweet shop in England. Established in 1827, it is housed in one of the 
earliest buildings in Pateley Bridge, dating from 1661. Pateley Bridge is also the home of the 
Nidderdale Museum. 
The last Dales agricultural show of the year, the Nidderdale Show, is held annually on the 
showground by the River Nidd. The show attracts over 14,000 visitors each year. 
The town was listed in both the 2017 and 2018 Sunday Times reports on Best Places to Live in 
northern England. 
 
Fountains Abbey (27.90mls) 
After turning right off the B6265 you cross a bridge over 
the River and climb a hlll. On your left is the ruins of 
Fountains Abbey.  
Fountains Abbey is one of the largest and best preserved 
ruined Cistercian monasteries in England. Founded in 
1132, the abbey operated for 407 years becoming one of 
the wealthiest monasteries in England until its dissolution 
in 1539 under the order of Henry VIII. 
The abbey is a Grade I listed building owned by the National Trust and part of the designated Studley 
Royal Park including the Ruins of Fountains Abbey UNESCO World Heritage Site. 
 
Markington (30.80mls) 
The Tudor Markington Hall within the village once having been owned by the Wilberforce family. 
William Wilberforce, son of the eponymous great emancipator of the slaves, is said to have funded 
the building in 1844 of the local Anglican church, St Michael the Archangel, seeing it completed just 
a month before he converted to Catholicism! 
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South Stainley (34.50mls) 
This is the first time we have used this venue for our lunch halt on the 
event. We do hope you enjoy your brief stay before making your way 
to the coast at Sandsend. 
Following a six-month refurbishment, The Inn opened August 2017, 
not just as an atmospheric pub and restaurant in Ripon but also with 
a separate function suite, making it the perfect venue for dining and 
socialising and also to host events for up to 160 people. The large, mature gardens are the perfect 
place to watch the world go by and the sun go down and make a lovely backdrop for photographs of 
your special event. 
Your marshals are led by Phil Rees. 
 

RESET TRIP 
 
Scotton (0.90mls) 
The village was mentioned in the Domesday Book as Scotone and was listed as belonging to Gilbert 
Tison with only two households. Scotton was the home of Guy Fawkes during his teenage years, 
Scotton has a Guy Fawkes Night celebration in his honour. The village has an annual summer fete 
called the Scotton Feast. One of the old houses near the present day church was the setting of a 
local folktale that the Gunpowder plot was concocted there; however, Speight determines that there 
is no evidence that Fawkes visited the village after 1603, which makes this tale extremely unlikely. 
 
Aldwark Toll Bridge (13.60mls) 
Aldwark Toll Bridge is situated on the River Ure, 
near to the confluence of the Nidd (and thus 
forming the Ouse). It is one of only a few privately 
owned bridges in the country. Oddly, in the 19th 
Century, the bridge was hit by an iceberg and was 
rebuilt - this is the bridge that is currently standing.  
Although the toll has risen from 15p to 40p in 
recent years, it would cost more in petrol to make 
the free, 25 mile detour to the other side! 
The bridge structure is made of iron but the deck is 
made of specially imported hardwood, and can be a bit disconcerting crossing in a large van! The 
weight limit is currently set at 7.5 tonnes, which is testament to the original builders, who only 
envisioned horse and carts crossing it. 
 
Stillington (24.80mls) 
The name is derived from the name of a local Saxon settler, Styfel, and the Old English word tun, 
meaning farm. Therefore, as a whole it means Styfel's farm. 
 
Bulmer (32.50mls) 
Bulmer was the seat of the ancient wapentake of the same name. The name Bulmer comes from 
"bull mere," a lake frequented by a bull. The village is mentioned in the Domesday Book. It is 
recorded in 1066 as belonging to a Northmann and Ligulf. Tenancy was awarded by the King to 
Count Robert de Mortain, who passed the Lordship to Nigel Fossard. By the nineteenth century the 
lordship of the manor had passed to the Earls of Carlisle, whose residence was at nearby Castle 
Howard.  
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Castle Howard (34.60mls) 
The route takes you through the grounds of Castle Howard which is situated to 
your right after the obelisk. 
Nicholas Hawksmoor was a key figure in the design of the spectacular Castle 
Howard, even if the commissioned architect was in fact Sir John Vanbrugh. The 
commission itself was intriguing in that when Vanbrugh was approached for the 
job he was a military man just embarking on a remarkably successful second career 
as a popular playwright, and as far as is known he had never before shown the slightest inclination 
towards architecture. While he was undoubtably guided by Hawksmoor, it seems that the design for 
the castle itself was his. 
 
These works were built for the rather nondescript but obviously uncontrollably wealthy third Earl of 
Carlisle, Charles Howard. Vanbrugh gave the Earl the sumptuous baroque palace he so desperately 
wanted, but indulged his own preferences for battlements in the walls and outbuildings. 
Nicholas Hawksmoor designed by himself the Mausoleum and Obelisk on the grounds -- while in 
other works he acted as an indispensible advisor for Vanbrugh. 
 
Cropton (52.50miles) 
Cropton is the home of Cropton Brewery, a microbrewery, is located to the rear of the New Inn on 
the edge of the village. To the rear is the site of a Motte and Bailey Castle, known as the Round Hill. 
Just outside the village is the site of a set of Roman practice marching camps at Cawthorne, 
excavated by Universities in recent years. 
 
Goathland (Aidensfield) (69.60miles) 
Goathland village sits 500 feet above sea level and has a history extending back to Viking times. In 
1109 King Henry I granted land to Osmund the priest and brethren of the hermitage of Goathland 
(called Godelandia) for the soul of his mother Queen Matilda, who had died in 1083. This is recorded 
in a charter held at Whitby Abbey. The village was a spa town during the 19th century. It is still a 
very green area, with many stone footpaths. There are many hotels and guest houses in the village, 
the largest being the Mallyan Spout Hotel, named after the nearby waterfall. There is also a caravan 
site, reached by driving along the track which is the site of the older railway route, 1835 to 1860. 
Much of the surrounding land is owned by the Duchy of Lancaster. The Duchy's black faced sheep 
have a common right to graze on the village green and surrounding moorland that extends back for 
hundreds of years. As a result they are used to the many visitors to Goathland and will sometimes 
beg for food. 
The village was the setting of the fictional village of Aidensfield in the Heartbeat television series set 
in the 1960s. Many of the landmarks from that series are recognisable, including the stores, 
garage/funeral directors, the public house and the railway station. In reality the pub is called the 
Goathland Hotel, but in the series is the Aidensfield Arms. After filming for some years in the real 
pub, a precise replica (complete to the morris dancers' "swords" on the wall) was built in the studio. 
Heartbeat isn’t Goathlands only claim to cinematic fame. The railway station was the original setting 
for Hogsmead Station in the first Harry Potter movie. 
 

Scripps Garage (Control). (70.20miles) On minor road in 
Goathland 
Your Marshal is Ian Brennand and Phil Woodcock. 
Originally known as Mostyn’s Garage it was renamed for the 
Heartbeat TV series as Aidensfield Garage home of Scripps Funeral 
Services.If you get the chance when touring Heartbeat Country it is 
worth making a visit to the shop. 
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RESET TRIP 
 
Grosmont (4.30mls) 
Grosmont Station is home to the operating and engineering 
world of the NYMR. Here are the engine sheds where steam 
and diesel locomotives are maintained and restored. The 
1952 themed Grosmont Station is the junction where the 
heritage railway ends and the main rail network begins, 
connecting both Middlesbrough and Whitby to the North 
Yorkshire Moors Railway with the Esk Valley Line. 
 
Sandsend (12.75miles) 
Sandsend and the neighbouring village of East Row began as separate villages, but were joined when 
extra cottages were built for workers in the alum industry. Sandsend was also buoyed by tourism 
from the Whitby, Redcar and Middlesbrough Union Railway, which ran through the village from 
1855 to 1958. A large part of the western side of the village, in The Valley, is still owned by Mulgrave 
Estate. The Valley is one of the most expensive areas to buy property on the Yorkshire Coast. 
 
Dunsley Hall (13.80miles)  
Dunsley Hall, set in the quiet hamlet of Dunsley in four 
acres of landscaped gardens, was once the home of the 
charismatic Frederick Haigh Pyman,the sixth son of the 
shipping magnate George Pyman. George was a self-
made man who went to sea at the age of 10, was a 
captain at 21 and, among other accolades, became, for a 
time, the largest steamship owner on the north-east coast. 
In 1900 Frederick had Dunsley Hall built to his exacting specifications for his wife and family of 13 
children, utilising the skills of the ships’ carpenters to create the magnificent oak panels in the dining 
room, drawing room and many of the public areas. 
The hall has many other historic features including an original stained glass window depicting a 
seafaring scene, and an Inglenook fireplace bearing the Pyman family coat-of-arms which was 
awarded to Frederick’s father. 
 
Your Marshals are Richard and Frances Harrison, Martin Wylie, Dennis Walton and Paul 
Murgatroyd  

Welcome to our Final Control at Dunsley Hall here you will be greeted by the Mayor of 
Scarborough who will help judge your car for our Concours de Elegance. We do hope you have 
enjoyed your day and will have a pleasant and safe run home.  
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The Lancashire Automobile Club 

Membership Application Form 
 

Full Member’s Personal Details 

Title: 

 

 

First Names: Surname: 

Address: 

 

 

 

Postcode: 

 

 

Home Tel: 

 

 

Mobile Tel: 

 

Email Address: 

 

 

Please tick here if you want us to email you with information on club events. 

 

 

 

Associate Members* (if applicable.) 

*Spouses/Partners/Children Under the Age of 18. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Membership Annual Subscription £23.00 Full Member. 

 Member and Associate £25.00 for a full member and associate member status for spouse/partner and under-

18 children of the full member. 

 Please note that Annual membership is renewable on the 14th March each year. 

 Join after the 1st October and get the remainder of the current membership year and the full following 

membership year.  

 Cheques are payable to The Lancashire Automobile Club Ltd. 

 

Send the completed form with cheques to Andrew Ogden, High Lea Barn, Whins Lane, Simonstone, Lancashire 

BB12 7QU 

Bank details for BACS payment Acc No – 61153668 Sort Code – 40-12-04 please email or post completed form 

and receipt to Andrew email highleabarn@yahoo.co.uk  

For further information please email info@lancsautoclub.com . 

Please include me in the mailing list for LAC events   Yes/No 

I am happy for you to include me in the Members’ Handbook which will be published to Members only and will 

contain my name email address and phone number only.  Yes/No 

(If you wish to be removed from either the Mailing list, or the handbook, it is your responsibility to 

inform the club officials) 

 

 

 

mailto:highleabarn@yahoo.co.uk

